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whole evening, approached Theodora. He meant to have
expressed his hope that she was not wearied by her journey
bat instead of that he said, ' Your presence here makes
me inexpressibly happy.'

* I think everybody seems happy to be your guest,' she
replied, parrying, as was her custom, with a slight kind
smile, and a low,   sweet, unembarrassed  voice, any per-
sonal allusion from Lothair of unusual energy or ardour.

41 wanted to meet you at the station to-day,' he con-
tinued, ' but there were so many people coming, that-____'

and he hesitated.

* It would  really have been  luore embarrassing to us
fchan to yourself/ she said.    ' Nothing could be better than
all the arrangements.*

* I sent my own brougham for you,' said Lothair.    * I
hope there was no mistake about it.'

* ISTone: your servant gave us your kind message; and
as for the carriage it was too delightful.    Colonel Campian
was so pleased with it, that he has promised to give ma
one, with your permission, exactly the same.'

* I wish jou would accept the one you used to-day.'

' You are too magnificent; you really must try to for-
get, with us, that you are the lord of Muriel Towers.
But I will willingly use your carriages as much as you
please, for I caught glimpses of beauty to-day in our pro-
gress from the station that made me anxious to explore
your delightful domain.'

There was a slight burst of merriment from a distant
part of the room, and everybody looked around. Colonel
Campian had been telling a story to a group formed of the
Duke, St. Aldegonde, and Mr. Bohun.

* Best  story   I  ever heard in  my life,'   exclaimed  St.
AAicgonde, who prided himself when he did laugh, which
was rare, on laughing loud.    But even the'Duke tittered,
and Hugo Bohun smiled.